D. Ray Booker
November 26, 1934 - August 5, 2019

Dr. D. Ray Booker passed peacefully from this life on Monday, August 5, 2019, due to
complications from a stroke and a long battle with Parkinson’s at the age of 84 years. Born
November 26, 1934 in Willow, Oklahoma, Ray was the oldest of five children born to
Geneva and Ray Booker.
Ray was an accomplished pilot, engineer, meteorologist and entrepreneur, and he
excelled in almost every venture he encountered. After graduating from Antlers High
School, he earned a mechanical engineering degree at Oklahoma A&M College
(Oklahoma State University) where he was active in the Air Force ROTC and the Baptist
Student Union.
After graduating college, Ray was an engineer at Chance Vought Aircraft in Grand Prairie,
Texas before becoming a second lieutenant with the Air Force. He was sent to
Pennsylvania State University for training, where he received a Master’s Degree and PhD,
both in meteorology. During his time at Penn State, Booker was a television meteorologist
and developed and taught the first course in television weather forecasting. He wrote a
severe storm paper based on his master’s thesis, which was selected as the most
significant scientific contribution at the American Meteorological Society Severe Storms
Conference held in Norman, Oklahoma.
After completing his PhD at Penn State University, he returned to Oklahoma to launch his
first business, Weather Science, Inc. and later joined KWTV in Oklahoma City as one of
the first professional meteorologists on television. Other businesses he formed included
Aeromet, Inc. (formerly L-3 Aeromet), Aviation Technologies, Inc., and Metrodata
Systems, Inc.
Booker was an active supporter of the Oklahoma State University Foundation, serving as
its Chairman of the Board of Directors. Ray’s generosity was beyond his alma mater and
he was dedicated to making the Tulsa community a better place. He was an active board
member and officer of the Tulsa Air and Space Museum, the Tulsa Ballet and the Tulsa
Signature Symphony. He also greatly enjoyed his membership at Southern Hills Country
Club.
In 1995, Ray was awarded the OSU CEAT Melvin R Lohmann Medal, presented annually
to an individual for outstanding engineering achievement. He was named Distinguished

Alumnus from Pennsylvania State University in 2000. In 2001, he received Oklahoma
State University’s Distinguished Alumni. In 2012, Ray was inducted into the Oklahoma
State University Hall of Fame, the highest honor bestowed upon alumni. Ray and his wife
Linda endowed two scholarship funds and a professorship at OSU. He was a life member
of the OSU Alumni Association. Booker Hall was named in his honor in 2005.
Ray was a voracious reader and a true intellectual. He lived a life full of adventure and
enjoyed travel, music, theater, ballet and college sports. He was as loyal and true of an
OSU Cowboy fan that you could ever hope to find. He loved being with his family and
friends who brought him such joy throughout his life. His presence, kindness, and
generosity for others will be deeply missed by all those who had the good fortune to know
him. Above all, he was a family man.
Ray is survived by his wife Linda Booker of Jenks, OK; one brother, Les Booker and wife
Beth of Oklahoma City OK; two sisters, Kaye Leach and husband Eddie of North Richland
Hills, TX and Janice Booker of Oklahoma City, OK; three children Karen Chism and
husband Cliff of Haskell, OK, Garry Booker and wife Lisa of Tulsa, OK, and Renee
Rhodes and husband Andy of Stillwater, OK; two step-children, Michelle Woford and
husband Kirk of Oklahoma City, OK, and Craig Parrish and wife Amy of Oklahoma City,
OK; twelve grandchildren, Christopher Cline, Bradley Cline, William Booker, Alexander
Booker, Elyssa Claxton, Brandon Rhodes, Rachael Rhodes, Madelyn Rhodes, Emily Ellis,
Kate Ellis, Jack Ellis and Lucy Parrish.
He is preceded in death by his parents, his wife Earlene Hobbs Booker; sister, Susan
Booker, son Larry Booker and granddaughter Sabra Cline.
Ray’s funeral service will be held at the Tulsa Air and Space Museum on August 9, 2019
at 11:00 A.M. with a viewing on August 8, 2019 from 2:00P.M.-7:00P.M. at HargroveMarker Funeral Home in Jenks. There will be a private burial in Haskell, Oklahoma.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made in his honor to the OSU
Foundation, directed to the College of Engineering or School of Aviation, 400 South
Monroe, Stillwater, OK. 74074

Events
AUG
8

Viewing

02:00PM - 07:00PM

Hargrove-Marker Funeral & Cremation Services
815 W. Main, Jenks, OK, US, 74037

AUG
9

Funeral Services

11:00AM

Tulsa Air and Space Museum & Planetarium
3624 N 74th E Ave, Tulsa, OK, US, 74115

Comments

“

I will never forget Ray and his honesty, integrity and generosity. I was privileged
enough to have worked for him for a couple of decades and never saw him where he
wasn't the consummate professional that he always was. Seldom does one find all
the positive traits in one individual that Ray possessed, the world needs far more
individuals like him. Believing that he has gone on to a better place is what makes his
passing a little more bearable. The Booker family represents Ray and all that he has
done and it is obvious they learned from the master.

William Sossamon - August 09, 2019 at 04:00 PM

“

I am very honored and blessed to have worked for Ray and Linda at Aeromet and to
be a part of the Aeromet family. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to work for
you, it has brought me to where I am today. I will always cherish the memories.

Robbie Vendetti - August 08, 2019 at 08:08 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of D. Ray Booker.

August 08, 2019 at 11:07 AM

“

I owned a Cleaning Business and I got to Clean Ray & Linda's home for about 12
years. They both were the SWEETEST & MOST GIVING people I had ever met. I
had been cleaning for them about 10 years before I even knew about Ray's life. One
day I was at home on social media and just happened to see a Utube video from
OSU about Ray's Accomplishments, and MANY Awards he had received. I thought,
WOW, I am cleaning this man's home. The next time I went to clean, which was
Every Friday, I went down to his basement, where his office was, and said to him
WOW Ray, you are Famous. Can I PLEASE have your autograph. He said sure and

gave it to me. BUT All those years, I never knew, Because he was SO HUMBLE, and
didn't want to brag. Ray always told me, if there was anything I wanted that they
didn't want anymore, it was mine. He gave me MANY Old camera's which I LOVED
because I am a Professional Photographer. I was HONORED when Ray & Linda
asked me to take their pictures to show when Ray was Honored at OSU. I can't say
ENOUGH Good things about Ray, I would be typing forever. He was an Honest,
Caring, Generous man, and I will MISS Him. I am just THANKFUL I got to know him
and be a little spec in his life!!! I THANK him for Blessing my life, he will be Missed by
SO MANY people!! I will Remember you Always
Linda Jo Cupps - August 07, 2019 at 05:05 PM

“

A wonderful, generous man whose leadership inspired each person who was
privileged to know him. It’s been an honor to serve on the OSU Board of Governors
with him. He showed us how to lead with dignity. Blessings on his family and friends.
Drs. John and Cathy Jameson

Cathy Jameson - August 07, 2019 at 04:20 PM

“

Ray Booker, better known by me as Mr. Booker, was a bigger-than-life man who was
the father of my best friends, Larry and Garry Booker, when I was in middle and
junior high school. He and the whole Booker family opened their home and their
hearts to me.
Through his sons I learned to love everything about science-- especially aviation and
astronomy. This was the "trickle down" effect of Ray Booker. He was supportive of
his sons and anything that we wanted to do. He even gave us our first jobs--making
small parachutes for meteorological instruments that would carry equipment down to
earth after the weather balloon would burst. To this day, it was the best job I ever
had. Larry, Garry and I would assemble them in a room above the Booker's garage
while eating ice cream and watching Star Trek reruns (note: the work was piecemeal
so everyone was happy).
As a young teenager I remember seeing photos that Mr. Booker took of Russian
trawlers that were "observing" US missile test in the South Pacific while he flew
weather testing flights above. I also saw photos of distinctive "hooks" from weather
radar showing that a funnel cloud had formed. To this day, these images amaze me.
What an incredible man who lived an amazing life. How lucky am I, as we all are, to
have known him.
God Bless You Mr. Booker.
My love and respect, Keeth Kipp.

Keeth Kipp - August 06, 2019 at 09:36 PM

